Cross Country Checklist

Before Take-off:

1. Instructor Approval?

2. Flight plan filed?

3. Organize cockpit. (charts, clipboard, etc.)

4. Note time off and compute time to first checkpoint.

Climb:

1. Climb check list?

2. Establish course and heading.

3. Open Flight plan with FSS.

 Cruise:

1. Cruise Checklist?

2. Reset DG every 15 minutes

3. Note Checkpoints and update NavLog.

4. Always know where you will land if the engine fails.  Check the engine gauges frequently.
5. Tune in ATIS then approach (if applicable) when 20nm out.

6. Tune in Tower, FSS, Unicom, or CTAF when 10nm out.

Descent:

1. Descent Check List?

2. Before Landing Checklist?

3. If descending into destination, close flight plan with FSS.

After Landing:

1. Contact ground control when told to do so by the tower. (if appropriate)

2. After landing checklist?

3. Close flight plan?

Diversion to an Alternate Airport:

1. Figure out where you are and note time.

2. Find suitable alternate, turn towards it and change altitude as necessary.

3. Figure distance, heading and time to alternate.  MAKE SURE YOU HAVE ENOUGH FUEL!
4. Call FSS and amend your flight plan.

5. Find out all you can about alternate airport (AFD & Wx)

Lost Procedures:

1. Reset DG with compass!

2. Turn back to your original heading and try to match landmarks you see to sectional.

3. Climb:  You will see and receive radio better.
4. Tune in nearest VOR and identify it with morse code.  (Code shown on chart)

5. Center the needle with a TO indication and fly towards the station.

6. You should be able to get back on course from the VOR.

IF Still Lost:

7. Check fule status and tell FSS/ATC that you are lost (Use 121.5 if urgent)

8. They will give you a transponder number and a frequency for Center.

9. Center will give you radar vector heading.

If unable to maintain VFR on vector heading, tell Center!


VFR Lost Communications Procedures:

1. Check volume and squelch controls!

2. Try other frequencies: they might still work

3. If necessary: Squawk 7600 (Lost Comm. Transponder code.

Evaluate your need for ATC assistance before squawking 7600

4. If nearby VOR is voice capable, listen for ATC on the VOR frequency.

5. If you are landing at a tower airportL

a. Remain clear of class D airspace until direction of traffic flow is noted.

b. Join the traffic pattern and maintain visual contact with the tower.

c. Watch for light gun signals.  See below:
	Color

1. Steady Green

2. Flashing Green

3. Steady Red

4. Flashing Red

5. Flashing White

6. Red and Green
	On Ground:

Cleared for takeoff

Cleared to taxi

Stop

Taxi clear of runway

Return to starting point

Use extreme caution
	In the Air:

Cleared to land

Return for landing

Continue circling

Do not land; airport unsafe

N/A

Use extreme caution


d.  Acknowledge by rocking your wings (day) or flashing your lights (night)

Enroute Flight Advisory Service:

Getting Updated Weather

1. Call “xxx Flight watch”

a. On initial call, tell them N# and the name of nearest VOR

2. You can get enroute weather destination reports and forecasts or make pilot reports:

a. To make a Pirep report as much of the following as you can:
i. Report Type……….Routine or Urgent

ii. Location……………in relation to VOR

iii. Time……………….Zulu

iv. Altitude…………….essential for turbulence or icing reports

v. Type of aircraft…….essential for turbulence or icing reports

vi. Sky cover…………..Cloud height and coverage (SCT, BKN, or OVC)

vii. Weather…………….Visibility, precip, restrictions to vis, etc.

viii. Temperature………..in degrees Celsius

ix. Wind……………….direction and Magnitude

x. Turbulence…………intensity and duration

xi. Icing………………..type ice and rate of accumulation (light moderate, severe)

xii. Remarks……………anything not included above or clarification of above items

Position Reports

Make to nearest FSS as follows:

1. N#

2. Position

3. Time

4. altitude

5. type Flight Plan

6. ETA and Name of next reporting point

7. Name only of succeeding reporting point

8.  Remarks

